
VILLAGE ECHOES 

Postal Directories 

A couple of months ago I was explaining how to do a bit of history research without leaving 

the comfort of your living room when the weather was inclement. (March 2025 – Visible and 

Invisible History).  Although I am writing this at the beginning of June it is a cold, windy day 

and despite recent lovely sunny days we can expect that there will be days when inside 

activity will be required from time to time. 

Before the time we could Google a link for a description of a village, helpful guides were 

Postal Directories such as Kelly’s, Pigot’s or The Post Office etc.  These not insubstantial 

books were divided into regions such as the one shown below for Kent, Surrey & Sussex for 

1924.  They were annually updated and although there must have been many published, the 

one below was on sale for £275 this month. 

                                   

                                                                  1924                                                                                1891 

 

They are an invaluable primary source for historians with first-hand descriptions of cities, 

parishes, towns and villages that may include geographical, historical and statistical 

details. If you are researching your family history, they were more frequent than the 

census giving listings of private residents, traders, trades and professions.  If you are just 

browsing for interest they gave information about local facilities, institutions and 

associations.  They were heavily subsidised by local companies so that today an 

entertaining aspect is the advertisements. 

 



    

 

As can be seen above from extracts in Kelly’s of 1891, the Goudhurst entry has an 

incredible level of detail. 

Luckily for us there is a selection of years on a website for University of Leicester, Special 

Collections Online, a full collection at Kent History Centre, or some available in reference 

sections of local libraries.  For even less effort, for those who have a subscription, they 

are published on the Ancestry family history website.  

 

Weald of Kent & Romney Marsh Directory 1884/5 
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